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Army on the Ourcq, also on the preliminary operations
before breaking away from the enemy, the withdrawal
to the Aisne, and the measures taken for covering the
right flank of the Second Army by the First. In the
meantime, early in the morning of the 10th September
a wireless message from the Supreme Command,
despatched at 2.30 a.m., arrived:

** Second Army has retired to behind the Marne, right
flank Dormans. First Army will place itself in echelon
behind it in a position of readiness. Envelopment of
the right flank of the Second Army is to be prevented
by offensive measures/'

At about 9 a.m. this order was supplemented by
another: "Fighting on the whole front favourable.
Security of right flank of Second Army by an offensive
of First Army urgently needed/' After the arrival
of Army Headquarters at Ccmvres-et-Valsery, infor-
mation was received that the First Army would be
under the orders of the Second Army Commander till
further notice. In view of these orders the Second
Army Commander at 3.35 p.m. asked when the First
Army would be ready to take the offensive again.
As will have been seen, however, from the Army
Operation Order issued from Coeuvres-et - Valsery,
another offensive at this moment was out of the ques-
tion. The Army Commander therefore decided to bring
every unit of the Army on to the northern bank of the
Aisne before anything else, and not to begin prepara-
tions for another offensive until this had been done
and till after the corps had finished their reorganization
and the most necessary fighting supplies had been re-
plenished. The First Army would not be ready for
employment in any other way before the 12th Sep-
tember at the earliest.